Conservation management

Timber production may have been an important
feature of woodland management in the past, but
there has been no active management for many
years. The beech trees, now over 150 years old, are
in their old age, and they are beginning to collapse
as decay sets in. As a tree collapses, it leaves a
space in the tree canopy, and these gaps are
planted with native species such as oak, rowan,
hazel and birch. Beech and sycamore seedlings are
also removed to prevent the establishment of a new
generation of these trees. After many years of hard
work by SWT members in the Falkirk area, the
wood is now almost free of Rhododendron. At one
time, this invasive shrub formed dense, impene-
trable thickets, which shaded out native plants and
shrubs. The bushes were cut down and burnt, and
in their place there is now space for the growth of
native trees.

Access to the reserve

Visitors to the reserve may park in the car park of
the Glenbervie Golf Club, in the area furthest from
the club house. Foot access only is then possible
from the western end of the club house,
northwards down a steep slope across a fairway
then along a length of semi-rough grassland
between fairways to the southernmost end of the
wood. A waymarked path has been established
within the wood. NB this access must be adhered
fo so as to avoid crossing other fairways. Always
be alert for flying golf balls!

How to get there:
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The Scottish Wildlife Trust is the leading charity conserving
wildlife and natural environmentin Scotland. It is a partner in
The Wildlife Trusts, a network of 47 Wildlife Trusts covering
the UK and managing over 2000 wildlife reserves, The SWT
relies heavily on donations, legacies and membership income,
Please join us and support our work — the need is urgent.

For furtiter information and details
of membership, please contact:

Scottish Wildlife Trust, Cramond House,
Cramond Glebe Road, Edinburgh EH4 6NS
Tel: 0131312 7765 Fax: 0131 312 8705
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