The rotting wood found thoughout the
reserve is important for the many types of
bracket fungi and mosses which rely on the
dead wood for nutrients.

Conservation and
management

Such an interesting and natural area so
close to town provides an exceptional op-
portunity for educational use, especially
given that the local secondary school is
only a field away.

A nature trajl has been provided, with
a duckboard walkway which both protects
the fragile vegetation and
keeps visitors dry. With
the ground being so wet
the boards soon rot and
have to be renewed
frequently.

More recently, a pond has been dug
out to create a habitat of open water and a
hide has been built overlooking it. For a
small deposit, keys for the hide can be
obtained from the Tourist Office on the
Whitesands.

Access

Cars should be parked at Dumfries High
school or Marchmount Avenue, off the
A709 Lochmaben Road on the left leaving
Dumfries. On weekdays after 5 pm and all
day at weekends, there is parking at the
Water Board offices off Moffat Road. The
reserve is approached from beside the High
School by the track beside the playing
fields. Visitors are requested to keep to the
nature trail.

N

Further details

For more information about this or the
other Scottish Wildlife Trust reserves, con-
tact:

The Scottish Wildlife Trust
: cenmone House
Edinburgh M.‘M.M Wﬂx.ﬂﬁtib .

Tel 031226-4602— 13- 3,2 7 TS
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