Conservation management

One consequence of past management is that oak
and to a lesser extent beech have been favoured at
the expense of other trees. Some recent coppicing
(cutting at ground level) of the oak should provide
opportunities for other native Scottish trees such as
rowan and birch to establish. Coppicing will also
vary the age structure of the wood, which is
remarkably uniform, perhaps a result of large scale
felling at the beginning of the century. Some areas
of oak have been thinned to provide habitats for
pied flycatchers and redstarts. Nestboxes, which
substitute for old dead trees, have further increased
the populations of these birds. Elsewhere on the
reserve sycamore and rhododendron are being
removed. Both these species are not native to
Scotland and generally they support less wildlife
than our native species. Browsing by roe deer and
thick growth of bracken both limit opportunities
for natural tree regeneration and some planting
and tree protection has occurred in the past. .

Access to the reserve

Within the reserve there is a network of marked
trails. Parking is available in a number of laybys
below the wood.

How to get there:
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Carstramon Wood is about two miles north of the Gatehouse
of Fleet immediately abave a minor road.

Scottish

WILDLIFE TRUST
The Scottish Wildlife Trust is the leading charity conserving
wildlife and natural environment in Scotland. It is a partner in
The Wildlife Trusts, a network of 47 Wildlife Trusts covering
the UK and managing over 2000 wildlife reserves. The SWT
relies heavily on donations, legacies and membership income.
Please join us and support our work — the need is urgent.

For further information and details
of membership, please contact:

Scottish Wildlife Trust, Cramond House,
Cramond Glebe Road, Edinburgh EH4 6N S
Tel: 01313127765 Fax: 0131 312 8705
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