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•  Ecosystem health is the condition of an 

ecosystem, its individual parts and their 

connections 

  

•  A healthy ecosystem is one whose 

structure and functions enable it to deliver 

its full range of services into the forseeable 

future 

 

•  Looking to understand the ecological 

state of a whole area and not just patches  
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Why do we need more indicators?:  

• Landscape context needs to be taken into account 

more: 

– Characterise 

– Assess 

– Prioritise 

– Target 

– Evaluate 
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What type of additional indicators do we need?: 

• Add to understanding of ecosystem condition 

• Different drivers but some ‘generic’ issues 

• Resilience increases with: 

–  structural or functional complexity 

–  habitat size and functional connectivity 

–  species richness and (meta) population size 
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What type of additional indices do we need?: 

-  habitat extent   

-  habitat quality & condition 

-  habitat fragmentation 

-  keystone species 

-  invasive species 

-  water quality 

-  soil structure & quality 

-  carbon balance 
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What type of additional indicators do we need?: 

• Add to understanding of ecosystem condition 

• Sensitive to change within a 10 year period 

• Easy and cost-effective to gather and analyse data 

• Scalable, e.g. national, local authority, river catchment  
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Is it feasible to develop these additional indicators?: 

 

 

  

 

-  habitat extent   

-  habitat quality & condition 

-  habitat fragmentation 

-  keystone species 

-  invasive species 

-  water quality 

-  soil structure & quality 

-  carbon balance 

 Need to know qualifications 
associated with each. But 

answer has to beYES!!  
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Queensland Ecosystem 

Health Monitoring 

Program 
http://www.health-e-waterways.org 
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Consequences of not having additional indicators?: 

• 2020 targets missed 

• Biodiversity continues to decline: 

– Insufficient and poorly targeted actions on ground 

– Continued focus on protected areas rather than 

also on wider countryside and landscape scale 

– Wasted spend of limited funding 

• Continue to be ‘someone else’s problem’ 



 Event Date 

Our aims are: 

  

•  To be recognised as a leading centre for 

research and consultancy on rural policies 

 

•  To position SRUC as a major source of 

intelligence for the evolution of future 

rural policies 

 

•  To ensure SRUC responds to relevant 

developments in policy-making 

  

 


