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PEEN origins…….. 
PEEN policy………. 
PEEN benefits…… 

Future for PEEN….. 
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ECNC 

• Independent 

• For the conservation and sustainable use of 

Europe's nature, biodiversity and landscapes 

• Pan-european scope 

• Not-for-profit foundation 

• Facilitates science-society-policy interface  

• Network institution 
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ECNC FIELD OF ACTIVITIES 

• Nature and society 

• Business and biodiversity 

• Green infrastructure 

• Ecosystem services and biodiversity 

assessment 

• Ecosystem species and management 

• Support to international 

organisations and policy initiatives 
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ECNC INVOLVEMENT IN ECOLOGICAL NETWORKS 

• 20 years 

• Coordinated establishment of the PEEN with CoE 

• Co-developed indicative PEEN maps for WE, CEE and SEE 

• Natura 2000 & Emerald in new EU Member States and 

EU Accession Countries 

• Coordinates cross-border pilot projects  

• Coordinates facilitation and communication programmes 

• Works with LA and stakeholders to develop and finance 

ecological networks 
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• Counteract fragmentation 

• Conservation and buffering of core areas 

• Maintaining and establishing ecological 

connectivity 

• Tool for ecological design and planning 

• Tool for interaction with other land uses 

• Political instrument 

THE ECOLOGICAL NETWORK 
CONCEPT: 
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ELEMENTS OF ECOLOGICAL NETWORKS 

It is a simple system,  

consisting of: 

 

• core areas 

• buffer zones 

• corridors 

• restoration areas  
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A TYPOLOGY OF CORRIDORS 

Line Corridor 

Line Corridor with nodes 

Stepping stone corridor 

Landscape corridor 
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MULTIFUNCTIONAL 
LANDSCAPES 

Micro/transient level 
 – beetle banks 

LANDSCAPE 
SCALE 
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AND OTHERS…. 
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PAN EUROPEAN ECOLOGICAL NETWORK 
(PEEN) 

• Ecological network, 53 countries, legally non-

binding 

• Promotes synergy between different networks 

• Internationally accepted: 

Endorsed in 1995 as part of the PEBLDS  

Reinforced in 2003: Kyiv Resolution on 

Biodiversity 

• Group of Experts for Protected Areas and Ecological 

Networks (GOPAEN) 
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KYIV RESOLUTION - PEEN TARGET I 

“By 2006, the Pan-European Ecological Network 

(core areas, restoration areas, corridors and buffer 

zones, as appropriate) in all States of the pan 

European region will be identified and reflected on 

coherent indicative European maps, as a European 

contribution towards a global ecological network”. 
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KYIV RESOLUTION PEEN TARGET II 
 

“By 2008, all core areas of the PEEN are 

conserved, and guidance is given to all involved 

sectors to implement PEEN” 
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PROGRESS…. 

• PEEN for Central and Eastern Europe (2002) 
• PEEN for South-Eastern Europe (2006) 
• PEEN map for Western Europe (2006) 
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INDICATIVE MAPS OF THE PAN-EUROPEAN ECOLOGICAL 
NETWORK 
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PEEN - SUCCESS 

PEEN – “successful in reaching its 

goal to promote the idea of a 

pan-European vision of 

biodiversity through a European 

Ecological network”. (Jongman et 

al 2011) 
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ECOLOGICAL NETWORKS: CURRENT PROGRAMMES 

• Applied at all scales from local to 
supracontinental 

• Over 150 ecological network 
programmes worldwide 

• Over 50 ecological network programmes 
in Europe 

• Many in planning stage 
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NETWORKS UNDER DEVELOPMENT IN EUROPE 

• International level: 

   - Emerald Network  

   - Natura 2000 Network 

   - Pan European Ecological Network 

   - ECONET-CA/Eco-Region projects in CCA 

   - Green Corridor Network 

• National level: national ecological networks 

• Regional level and trans-boundary networks 
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MAK-NEN MAP 

 
NATIONAL LEVEL (NEN): SOME GOOD PROGRESS 
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SECTORAL INTEGRATION 
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SECTORAL INTEGRATION - PHYSICAL LINKAGES 
& PLANNING 

Bennett, A.F. (2003). Linkages in the Landscape: The Role of Corridors and Connectivity in Wildlife Conservation. IUCN. 
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A ROUTE TO PEOPLE AND TO ECONOMIC PROSPERITY IN THE RURAL 
ENVIRONMENT 
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TRAINING WORKSHOPS… 

Stakeholder participation 
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RE-CONNECTING PEOPLE AND THEIR ENVIRONMENT 
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CC: ADAPTATION AND MITIGATION 
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CONNECTIVITY – FUTURE POLICY 

• Continued political will: 

• Nagoya 2010 – Aichi targets (11), 

CBD 

• EU 2020 strategy (2) & renewed 

PEBLDS strategy 

• EU Green Infrastructure Strategy – 

green paper 

 
 



www.ecnc.org 

THE ECOLOGICAL NETWORK CONCEPT 
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 

Counteract fragmentation 

Conservation of core areas 

Buffering 

Maintaining/establishing connectivity 

Climate change 

Tool for ecological design and planning 

Tool for interaction with other land uses 

Political instrument 
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WHAT MORE? 

A tool to achieve a range of services for human society 

Maintaining, strengthening ,restoring ecosystems and the 

services they provide  

Strategically planned and managed natural lands, working 

landscapes and other open spaces 

Grey to green 

(Strategic) spatial planning 

Climate change mitigation  

Process: multi-stakeholder 

Multi-objective and different scales 

Economically led 

Policy reform/ review (2020) 

NEW – EC generated? 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 


