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This newsletter of the Perth Members Centre isbéb&t means we have for welcoming new members to the
SWT and to Perth. A further welcome awaits yourgt af our meetings; we would be delighted if thesas
something of interest to you; we would be delightegbu contacted us if there isn'tt Come alonglaneet
other members; it is a joy, | find, just to be atdendulge in spending time talking about onegofarite things,
especially if the real thing is more difficult tmdl, perhaps through constraints on time, seasaistance.

A TREETISE

Some of Scotland’s fine sights and wildlife is albund us and can be, and is, appreciated andeshjoy all.
This seems to be never more the case than in spnidgvas never more so than this year. After a hamter,
when spring finally arrived after persistently calohditions in March, were some displays brighitemtusual?
Suddenly, amidst a landscape still largely browbare ground and bare branches, the bird chetaegifed in

a burst of white light, flowers put forth beforeydeaf. As they faded, blackthorn similarly flowdrbefore leaf
appeared. Finally, we waited for the appearandhe@hawthorn blossom. This year in the cold dayMay,

the old saw seemed never more appropriaggst ne’er a clout, ere May is outOther trees flower more
discreetly, such as the ash, and others amidsiva gleening of the boughs, willows and sycamoreaotigh
May the bright and vivid translucent greens rapidiye way to a darker, massed foliage, so that in a
remarkedly short space of time what had been that lground and bare branches is covered in luXurian
growth. Last of all are the oak and alder. It iglamugh the oak anticipates a long and hard lii laides it's
time in avoiding the wild excesses of a lively yownd early displays. Perthshire is noted as thetiie
Country; for a little while, at least, the numercarsd smaller deciduous trees grab the attentiom fegotic
conifers. But, whatever, we can enjoy the varidtyrees that we have gatff Banks

REMINDER
We are now unable to send out Membership cardsthé&iWildlife magazine. Details of our programme ba&
found in this newsletter and in the ‘Events andiities’ booklet

SWIFT RETURNS

The first swifts | saw in Scone this year were oayM4 but they may have returned earlier. They were
screaming in their nest site at Queens Road on Mayith small parties of screamers round the houden

the weather picked up mid month. A party of sevaeamers was seen at Almondbank on May 16 andrten o
June 4. Although numbers appear to be down this garty of 20-25 screamers was above Scone @ ZRin
and another party of 20-30 was high up in the saraa on July &harlie Macpherson

OTTER SEEN ON EAST Pow

While undertaking a farmland bird survey at MairfisGultmalundie Farm during April | was amazed and
thrilled to spot an otter swimming quite casualbywah stream on the East Pow. The survey is patie@RSPB
Volunteer Farmer Alliance initiativ&harlie Macpherson

PROGRAMME FOR INDOOR SEASON

Friday, 8th October - Red Squirrels - KenlN€ayside Squirrel officer).

Friday, 8" November - To be arranged.

Friday 3rd December - Photographing Local Wildlifeergus/ Lorne Gill. Joint meeting with

PSNS in Perth Museum and Art Gallery

Friday, 14" January — To be arranged.

Friday, 18" February — To be arranged.

Friday, 18" March — To be arranged.

All meetings other than 3rd December to be helhéLuncarty Church Centre, starting at 7.30 p.m.

KELTNEYBURN GEMS ON JUNE OUTING

This is a gem of a reserve, and the visit on tlasmvSunday in June presented some treats. Therfomeze in
profusion, being the the time of year when latelyeflowers were just passed their peak but sti#sent, and
later flowering plants were beginning to appeardAh interest in the numerous dragonflies and déinese
some 'caught' emerging from the pupal cases, amdrttaller butterflies and moths, and there was naich
interest in the day.
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It's a very heavy start to the day the famous StMist no less. A honking from above and afteittéelisky searching what
| see is a very large skein of around 250 Geesaihg north-west not the regular V you would exdaat and sort of
jumble, that turns in to lines and then smalldittlusters. The general muddle turns into a fewllemd shapes as they fly
out of my view. The usual Chaffinch are singing @mehking while a Song Thrush adds a touch of ctashe morning
vocals. A few high flying Black Headed Gulls diditthe gentle tones with their shrieking racket.

First stop today Faskally, Mallard, and Tufted Dudibble and dive respectively, the bright whitepghout in the centre is
a Drake Goosander. From a line of trees to my ragkireat Spotted Woodpecker drums. Over on theidier a Peacock
echo’s across the water. For the second time tbimimg the sound of Geese this lot seem a littleentwganised as they
head due north, this skein holds around 200 biFtds. hazy morning has covered a few of the highktdps. Scanning
over the mud bank | find a Common Sandpiper, twacBlHeaded Gulls, which | try to ignore and retiorhe Sandpiper,
must be my lucky day | find a second Sandpipehatdther end of the mud bank. Looking skyward dfiearing the
honking of Geese, there is certainly a lot of tcathis morning this third group holds around 156i& they are also
heading due north.

The Cuilc is yet again very quiet, a small skeiradund 50 Geese heading north-west make a brefaaance through the
trees, must be the stragglers trying to catch up thie earlier lot. The female Swan is sat on th& while the male is just
on station close by. Three Mallard all male resttiphe west end of the Cuilc, two more are sitttrmut in the north-east
corner. No one else is home. The heavy morningustaking a grip of Ben-Y-Vrackie. In the trees a@lgw Warbler, over
the Golf Course Oystercatcher start their pipihg, noise level increasing as their numbers incréilse Tit, flutter about
and Chaffinch chase and chink all around me atpoirg two birds almost crashing into me. | couldlféhe feathers as they
flashed past, or rather round me, well almost thhome.

The rattling from a hollow tree tells me the Gr8abtted Woodpecker is in attendance, as | condertrathe direction of
the sound it soon becomes obvious that there ardings, | do get to see one of them, a male onrdel have heard him
drum from on many an occasion the second bird Inditiget to see. A drumming from a little furthevay makes me
wonder about the possibility of a third bird. Gr&atcall to mark out their territory. Willow Warbts are also present. A
Blackbird bursts into song only to be drowned gusbme noisy Black Headed Gulls and a Carrion Crow.

Up on the Moor my first sighting of the morningasked Legged Partridge, who is standing in the kaidtithe road. The
bird is or at least appears to be unconcerned asahnigle bears down on it. | stop and only thensdibestart to leg it.
Moving to one side as | slowly pass, looking in near view mirror | see it retuning to the middletbé road. A little
further down the road a Curlew flies across thelraad parks neatly in perfect view just off to nght. | slowly drive by
and head on toward to Lec. On a large rock in fodrihe lay by stands a Wheatear, on the grountl teethe rock a Pied
Wagtail. As | park up the Wheatear, a male, jusk$oand takes what seems like an age before ideeto fly off, a second
male takes to the wing at the same time, they domwe far away. | set up my scope and focus orl_#te Five Black
Grouse stand ready for combat.

A commotion from the old Oak tree, that for sevem@rs now has been home to a pair of Carrion Crakes my gaze
away from the Lec. | can see two nests the resiciemis and an extremely noisy Kestrel, the Crowadtheir ground, or
perhaps their tree and the Kestrel a male leatrasidt sure what is was all about the conclusiaugh was not in doubt,
Crows win, Kestrel lost. Curlew calls are all rouhé Moor and the sound of the Grouse squabblebedreard from the
Lec. On a post nearby a Wheatear calls, just odib@ais behind him a female stands on a rock, drapdown onto the
ground to pick up a small insect, before returnimthe top of the rock. The Grouse have all gonéhbytime | look back to
the Lec. A Meadow Pipit flies past as | head in tioeneward direction. To my delight as | drive badind two Black
Grouse facing each other next to the main roathd & a nearby lay by and find in total five birdigely the bunch that
have just left the Lec. | make one further stoghenMoor, and get treated to a Song Thrush sinigisigpeart out.

A quick visit back to the Cuilc just for one lasbk and it is obvious that nothing has changed.hsad back to Faskally.
Looking out over the mud bank in the backgroundhfiylow over the water are Swallows and Sand Msurtirhey fly so
skilfully skimming across the surface as if temgtiate, sometimes maybe gently touching the wagémgver failing to
negotiate each other the water or the occasioriashldmerged tree branches as they hawk for trectaghey will need to
refuel after their long migration flight. | suspeitie heavy morning means the insects are keeposprctko the water
surface. Two Common Sandpipers now fly in a zigtlagn a more direct flight, then another zigzagytfy just above the
water, they head away and off towards the mainr.rivien suddenly they part company one going uerritie second
down river. They are soon both gone. Back on thd bank my two Sandpipers are still there. On théb&ank | find two
Oystercatcher. Closer to me my movement disturBaraion Crow and a few Chaffinch. A pair of Widgefbnacross the
mud bank coming to a controlled splash landing teefoining the Mallard in a little dabbling sessidnlooks as if rain
could be on the way, so | head for hoigke Conlon.

SWT PERTHSHIRE CONTACTS
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Moira Hutchison, Lismore, Redgorton, Perth PH1 31738 828750)Pitochry: Beryl Coope (01882 634224)pper
Strathearn Group: R. Fryer (01764 670526).

BAD NEWS — Members are reminded that we incur costs foruse of the Luncarty Church Centre - please be
generous with your donations!



