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Chairman’s notes.   

At the end of Kirsty Low’s final year as Ayrshire’s chairman I think we can take some 
satisfaction in the state of the Members Centre.  Last winter’s evening meetings were enjoyed by 
good numbers, including many new faces.  Our finances are sound thanks to members’ generosity 
at the raffles at the meetings and money raised at events, particularly the collection at Dobbies 
where the old diehards were joined by some welcome new collectors.  This summer Brian 
Dawkins, our Irvine Ranger, has again organised some attractive family events on our Irvine 
Reserves. 

I was recently very encouraged to learn that our membership in Ayrshire is now 1155.  
However it also made me aware that I have never met most of you.  I know that many of you lead 
busy lives, but like to know that you are contributing to the work of the Trust and read about our 
achievements (and challenges) in the magazine.  But if you can get along to our magnificent new 
blue and white tent at the Ayr Flower Show (6-8th Aug), or attend even just one of the evening 
meetings next winter we would love to meet you.   Committee members are recognisable by their 
name badges, so do introduce yourselves and tell us what you would like the MC to do.   [I realise I 
am taking a risk here – if you all turn up to the same meeting we will run out of space and chairs 
rather rapidly, but what a wonderful problem to have!]                                            Roger Hissett. 
 

EVENING MEETINGS PROGRAMME 
 
We shall again meet on Tuesday evenings, in the Green Room, the Refectory, SAC Auchincruive, 
KA6 5HW.  Follow the signs from the B743 to the main College entrance, turn left onto the main 
drive, and then right to the ample parking beside the Refectory.  Tea and coffee are available in the 
interval.  Non-members are also very welcome.   
 
September 21 – Andy Christie :  “Hessilhead Wildlife Rescue”.   Most of us at some time have 
taken or sent an injured bird or animal to Hessilhead for care and attention.   Find out more about 
the rescue centre that is now so much a part of the Ayrshire wildlife scene. 
 
October 19 – Simon Jones :  “The Return of the Beaver”.   We are hoping that fate will be kinder to 
Simon and his assistant this year, and he will be able to come down to Ayrshire to tell us about the 
new beaver families in Knapdale.   After the cold winter and another summer there should be even 
more stories to tell. 
 
November 16 – Gavin Anderson :  “Around the World under Water”.   Gavin is an award winning 
photographer who has travelled the world as a photojournalist.   He is also a superb underwater 
photographer, and will be showing us some of his amazing pictures of marine life. 
 
There will be no meeting in December, but four more in 2011: - 
  
January 18 – Joe Connelly, Strathclyde Police:  “Wildlife Crime in Scotland”.    
February 15 – Paula Baker,  Assistant Site Manager of Lochwinnoch Nature Reserv e:    
                  “Alternative Lochwinnoch” 
March 15 – Davy McCracken :  “Chough Stuff: Developing Chough conservation strategies in  

             Scotland”.    
April 19 – AGM followed by Scott Shanks on “Small Blue reintroduction at Gailes Marsh”.    
 



 
FUNGAL FORAY       Ayr Gorge Woodlands Reserve     Sunday 26 Sep tember, 1pm 
Graeme Walker of Scottish Natural Heritage has very kindly agreed to lead another of these 
popular outings.  Meet at the entrance to the reserve in Failford, and please share cars if possible, 
as parking is limited.  Stout footwear and waterproofs advised, possibly also sticks, as the path is 
steep in places.                                                                                                    Grid ref   NS459261 
 
WEBSITE   Anyone visiting this recently will have noticed that it is now back in action.  
Following the plea for help in the previous newsletter, we are all extremely grateful to Miriam 
Downes, a fairly new member of Ayrshire Members Centre, who  volunteered to take it on.   
 
Visit http://sites.google.com/site/swtayr/home for the very latest news of events and happenings 
in Ayrshire.  It can also be reached from the main SWT site, under the heading “ABOUT US”. 

Reserve News 

Knockshinnoch Lagoons plant news 
After the show of 100s of lesser butterfly orchids in 2008 returned to just two again in 2009, it was 
with low expectations that Gill, the Reserve Manager, went in search of them this year.  She was 
pleased to report that at least 25 plants were found in the usual place on 18 June, most not quite in 
full flower.  The lack of early summer rain had not appeared to have done them much harm 
although there was a noticeable reduction in other flowering species which could have a knock-on 
effect on the bees and other insects. 
 
Feoch Meadows butterfly news 
SWT volunteer and Butterfly Conservation recorder for our patch, Scott Shanks, had a great day 
out spotting butterflies and moths at Feoch Meadows in early June.   Clouded yellow is a new 
record for the reserve and large heath hadn’t been reported since 1997.  He also saw 96 small 
heath, 28 small pearl-bordered fritillary, 27 green-veined white, 6 orange tip, 1 small white and 1 
small copper.  Both the large heath and small pearl-bordered fritillary are a high priority for 
conservation in the UK. 
 
The Moth's Web                                     Brian Dawkins, Irvine Ranger  
Along the footpath at Garnock Floods wildlife reserve you may have seen what looked to be 
devastated leafless trees covered in webs!  What's this, I hear you say, a vegetarian spider?  Of 
course not. Though if you said, "ermine moth" you'd have been right.  Ermine moths (Yponomeuta 
spp), or rather their caterpillars, are an occasional minor nuisance that can defoliate garden shrubs 
and some trees.  The webs are actually formed by groups of caterpillars who work together to 
make a protective blanket under which they can feed in relative safety from birds and other things.  
They tend to be faithful to just one type of plant.  In this case the tree that they have favoured is 
bird cherry, so we can safely assume that the ermine invader is the bird-cherry ermine, 
Yponomeuta evonymella.  The caterpillars of this species are seen usually in May and June, and 
the adults usually fly between July and August, but are rarely encountered or quite so easy to 
identify.  Here in Scotland, we are most likely to find bird-cherry ermine, with the likelihood of 
seeing other species increasing the farther south down the UK you go.  Ermine infestations are 
relatively uncommon and can be a spectacular sight, though affected plants usually recover well.  
In fact some small shrubs have reportedly benefited from the "natural pruning" they have received 
from these webbed wonders, so perhaps they aren’t such a nuisance to their host plants after all. 
 

Shewalton Shrubbery 
SWT volunteers and staff started on the final phase of The Shewalton Wood Tree Nursery last 
month. Soon we will need to think about gathering seeds from local woodlands for sowing in these 
beds. This project will eventually provide a source of trees of local Ayrshire provenance that we 
can use on local SWT reserves and perhaps even in other local wildlife projects. 
 
If you would like to be a part of this leafy revolution, giving up an hour or two of your time 
volunteering, or collecting tree seeds from a good source, we'd like to hear from you. You can 
contact the SWT Irvine Ranger, Brian Dawkins on 01294 279376 or email bdawkins@swt.org.uk 
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