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Frequently Asked Questions 
What is the Scottish Beaver Trial?
The Scottish Beaver Trial is a partnership project between Scottish Wildlife Trust, the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland and host partner Forestry Commission Scotland to reintroduce beavers to a designated trial area in Scotland for a time-limited period to provide an opportunity to assess the effect the beavers will have on the local environment as well as how they settle in to a new habitat here in Scotland.  

The Scottish Government approved a licence for the release of the beaver families in Knapdale Forest in May 2008, following a two-month long public consultation which showed that 73% of respondents were in favour of the trial.  

Scottish Natural Heritage, the body tasked with co-ordinating the independent scientific monitoring of the trial, will report to the Scottish Government on whether the conditions of the licence are being met on the ground. This trial will help to decide the future of beavers in Scotland.  

Released in May 2009, the beaver families are now settling in to their new home in Knapdale Forest, Mid-Argyll.  Project partners Scottish Wildlife Trust and the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland will continue to work on the ground to track the beavers’ progress.  

1)  Beaver basics: basic beaver ecology

How big are European beavers?

They are about the size of a tubby spaniel  (25 – 30 kg) measuring 70 – 100 cm in length.  Unusually for mammals, the female beaver is the same size or larger than males of the same age. They are uniquely adapted for a semi-aquatic lifestyle, with a sleek waterproof coat, large flattened muscular tail and webbed hind feet to provide propulsion underwater.
When do they start breeding and are they around all year?

Beavers live for 7 – 8 years, mate for life and breed from the age of two with one litter of 2 – 3 kits each year. They are highly territorial and live in family groups, they live mainly in freshwater lochs and slow flowing rivers and burns. Beavers are crepuscular, rather than nocturnal meaning they are most active at dawn and dusk throughout the year and do not hibernate.
What do beavers eat? 
Beavers do not eat fish and are completely vegetarian, prefering to munch on mainly aquatic plants, grasses and shrubs during summer months and woody plants in winter. These are often stored underwater to be accessible if the water freezes over. In the woodlands they help to stimulate new growth by gnawing on tree stems and coppicing. This helps to breathe new life into tired forests and creates a diverse age range of trees benefiting woodland management.

Do they build dams? 
Also, please change answer to the following:  “Beavers are well known for construction skills which sometimes see them build dams in rivers and lodges in the ponds created by their dams.  However, beavers will only build dams in they can find no suitable habitat with conditions which meet their needs.  The trial site was chosen as an area with a great deal of suitable habitat.  When beavers do dam, this modification can have a positive effect for biodiversity.  Their ponds benefit many species including otters, water shrews, water voles, birds, invertebrates especially dragonflies, and breeding fish.  Dams can also hold water in periods of drought, can regulate flooding and improve water quality by holding silt behind dams and catching acidic and agricultural run-off.
2)  About the Scottish Beaver Trial

Why reintroduce the beaver?
The beaver became extinct in Britain in the 16th century – primarily due to hunting for its pelt, meat and the medicinal properties of a secretion from its anal gland (‘castoreum’). It is a missing element in our native biodiversity. The beaver is known as a ‘keystone’ species’ in forest and riverbank environments.  There are few species which have such significant and positive influences on ecosystem health and function.

By modifying their habitats through coppicing, feeding and in some cases damming (beavers living on lochs or large rivers have little need of dams), beavers has a positive effect on biodiversity.  Their modifications of their local environment brings enormous benefits to other species, including otters, water shrews, water voles, birds, invertebrates especially dragonflies, and breeding fish, creating more diverse habitats (there are 13 species of dragonfly in Knapdale and all will benefit from the beaver related habitat modification). In effect, they are a natural way of creating and maintaining habitats. Their dams can hold water in periods of drought, can regulate flooding and improve water quality by holding silt behind dams and catching acidic and agricultural run-off. They coppice broad-leafed trees and bushes, which helps diversify surrounding habitat structures.  Coppicing has been a normal process through most of history for bankside trees and the actions of beavers will make the woodland more natural. They normally forage close to water with activity concentrated within 20 m of the water’s edge
There is also the moral responsibility for their restoration: under the EU’s Habitats Directive, the government is obliged to consider reintroductions of extinct native species.
What is the purpose of the trial?
The purpose of the trial is to help us determine whether or not the reintroduction of beavers in Scotland is feasible and beneficial to nature conservation.  Our time-limited trial will assess the impact beavers activities have on the local environment and how well they settle into their new habitat here in Scotland - comparing these with the intensive research and management in mainland Europe.
What are the benefits to the local population?
Other than improving local biodiversity, the beaver may also provide good opportunities to develop ecotourism to the benefit of rural economies as has happened on Mull with sea eagles. 
A study by the University of Oxford’s Wildlife Conservation Research Unit concluded that “with forethought, prior consultation and planning, a beaver reintroduction should bring significant monetary benefits within the local economy and communities that could greatly outweigh any potential negative impacts.”  Research into the impact of beavers on the local economy around Knapdale Forest is being carried out as part of the trial.  

Local businesses are already reporting an upturn in business due to interest in the trial increasing visitor numbers to the area.  Local businessman, Darren Dobson, owner of the Cairnbaan Hotel, said:  “As a local businessman, I welcome the return of beavers to Knapdale.  Beavers are fascinating creatures famed for their industrious habits, and their arrival to Knapdale is certainly creating a booming industry for local businesses.  Visitors can now come to the area, enjoy some of Scotland’s most beautiful countryside landscapes whilst enjoying fresh local cuisine and have the chance to spot Scotland’s first beavers in the wild.”  

How do we know that beavers were once in Scotland?
Beaver fossils are rare in Scotland, because the conditions for the preservation of bone are poor, except in limestone cave areas.  Efforts to find fossils of this kind have been limited in the west of Scotland. However, fossils which have been found suggest that beavers lived in Scotland for almost 8,000 years.  Historical records show that beavers were formerly commercially exploited in Scotland and may have survived around Loch Ness until at least the early 16th century, but intriguingly a Gaelic name for the beaver, losleathan or dobhran losleathan (broad-tail or broad-tailed otter), survived as an oral tradition until the late 18th/early 19th century in Lochaber, Argyll, which suggests that the beaver may have survived in the west of Scotland until much more recently.
The beaver is a missing element in our native biodiversity and bring many benefits to their local environments

Where are the beaver coming from?

We gathered the beaver families from the Telemark region of Norway. The Scandinavian beaver is considered to be the closest type to that once found in the UK and the Telemark terrain has many similarities with the west coast of Scotland.  They were released into Knapdale Forest in May 2009, after completing a six-month statutory quarantine period.    

How were the animals transported to the site?
They were flown from Norway to a quarantine facility in Devon where they stayed for a statutory period of six months. RZSS, one of the lead project partners along with SWT, transports animals from country to country on a regular basis and all transports are carried out with minimal stress to the animal.

What is the European experience of beaver reintroductions?

Reintroductions and translocations of European beaver have now taken place in 24 European countries. They began in the 1920s, e.g. in Sweden, Norway, Latvia, Russia and the Ukraine and have continued in the 1980s and 1990s, e.g. in the Netherlands, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Czech Republic, Denmark, Hungary, Romania and Slovakia and more recently in Spain. 
Reintroductions usually involve the release of animals over a number of years to several sites. Most have been successful in terms of breeding, population growth and range expansion.
Over 150 reintroductions have now been undertaken across Europe, most without the detailed monitoring proposed in the Scottish Beaver Trial, but some have been thoroughly studied enabling scientists to predict with confidence the likely pattern of events post reintroduction. Read more about European research on beaver reintroductions by visiting www.scottishbeavers.org.uk 
How long is the Scottish Beaver Trial and what is the programme?

The trial will last five years from when the beavers arrive at Knapdale (2009 – 2014). There will be a period after the trial is complete for reporting.

The purpose of the trial is to help us determine whether or not the reintroduction of beavers in Scotland is feasible and beneficial to nature conservation.  Our time-limited trial will assess the impact beavers activities have on the local environment and how well they settle into their new habitat here in Scotland - comparing these with the intensive research and management in mainland Europe.
The licence for this time-limited trial reintroduction was granted by the Scottish Government in May 2008. The beaver families were all caught in the Telemark region of Norway and transported to quarantine facilities in Devon. They have all completed a statutory quarantine period of six months before being released in the trial site. 
The beaver families will now be closely tracked by a project team on the ground for the remainder of the trial period.  Scottish Natural Heritage is the independent body tasked by the Scottish Government to co-ordinate the independent scientific monitoring of the trial.  They will report to the Scottish Government on whether the conditions of the licence are being met on the ground.  It is for the Scottish Government to decide on the future of beavers in Knapdale Forest at the end of the trial.  

How much will the project cost and where is the money coming from?

Project partners, Scottish Wildlife Trust and the Royal Zoological Society for Scotland, have led on an effort to raise awareness for the Scottish Beaver Trial and appeal for public support.  We have already had generous donations from both individual members of the public and funders, including Biffaward, People’s Postcode Lottery and the People’s Trust for Endangered Species.  But we still need to raise around £250,000, so your support for our trial is essential to us.
Scottish Natural Heritage will be contributing a maximum of £275,000 to the Scottish Beaver trial, specifically targeted at scientific monitoring activities.    
The core cost of the project is approximately £1.8 million over seven years.  Estimated costs have risen since the initial development of the plan due to increased costs during the process of capturing and transporting the beavers from Norway to Scotland, additional monitoring programmes and addressing issues raised during the consultation.  
How is the trial managed?

The Scottish Beaver Trial is a partnership project between Scottish Wildlife Trust and the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland.  The project is managed through a project steering group along with various other management groups responsible for different aspects of the trial, from field work to communications.  Scottish Wildlife Trust employs a Scottish Beaver Trial Project Manager and a Field Officer, who are tasked with co-ordinating the implementation of the trial.

Forestry Commission Scotland is a host partner in the trial.  

There is also a local Knapdale Beaver Trial Local Stakeholder Forum which is chaired by Argyll and Bute Council and ensures views of local stakeholders can be fed into the decision-making process for the trial.
What is the role of Scottish Natural Heritage?

Scottish Natural Heritage has been tasked by the Scottish Government to co-ordinate the independent scientific monitoring of the trial.  They will report on whether or not the licence conditions are being met on the ground.  At the end of the trial, SNH will report their findings to the Scottish Government who will then decide what the future holds for the beavers in Knapdale Forest.  The outputs of the scientific monitoring will be available on an independent SNH website which will be launched soon.

What happens at the end of the trial?

At the end of the trial, Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) will submit a report to the Scottish Government, based on the findings of the scientific monitoring programme co-ordinated by SNH.  The Scottish Government will then decide on the future of beavers in Knapdale Forest.  The Government could decide that the beavers have benefited the area and allow for their continued presence in the area or expansion into other areas, or the decision could be taken to remove the beavers.  If the latter is the case, the project team would implement their exit strategy 

What the success criteria for the trial?
The overall success of the trial will be determined by the Scottish Government, after independent scientific monitors, Scottish Natural Heritage, have submitted their findings at the end of the trial period.  Success criteria is likely to include:
· Survival of introduced animals is similar to successful reintroduction programmes elsewhere in Europe at similar period of population establishment.

· A stable or increasing core population is achieved within the limits of the study site.

· Beaver reintroduction is integrated with habitat management/restoration.

· The impact on the economy of the area as a result of the presence of beavers is positive.

· The beaver population demonstrates a positive contribution to ecosystem function.

How you can help?
With £250,000 left to raise to support the beaver trial over the next five years, every gift makes a vital contribution to our project.  Donate online today at www.swt.org.uk and become a beaver supporter.

With a lot of work to be done on the ground, there are opportunities for volunteers with relevant experience to help with work in the field.  Please visit www.scottishbeavers.org.uk to see if you have what it takes to help track Scotland’s first wild beavers.    
What else is happening with beavers in the UK?

The Scottish Beaver Trial is just one initiative to reintroduce beavers to the UK.  Proposals to reintroduce the beaver to both England and Wales are also being developed.  Stories about escaped beavers in different parts of the country are also sometimes in the news.  These beavers have escaped from private collections and do not relate to the Scottish Beaver Trial.  
3)  Environmental impact of beavers

Our project is termed a ‘trial’ because it is a time-limited release of beavers to help us determine whether or not the reintroduction of beavers in Scotland is feasible and beneficial to nature conservation.  While project partners track the beavers in the field and collect data on their activities, Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) will work as the independent body tasked with co-ordinating the scientific monitoring of the trial.  SNH will report to the Scottish Government on whether the conditions of the licence are being met on the ground.

Our trial will assess the ecology of the beaver in the current Scottish environment and the effects of beaver activities on the environment, including a range of land uses (primarily forestry and freshwater lochs) – and to compare these with the intensive research and management in mainland Europe.  

Over 150 reintroductions have now been undertaken across Europe, most without the detailed monitoring proposed in the Scottish Beaver Trial, but some have been thoroughly studied enabling scientists to predict with confidence the likely pattern of events post reintroduction. Read more about European research on beaver reintroductions at www.scottishbeavers.org.uk.  These studies help us to anticipate what the beavers’ impact is likely to be in Mid-Argyll, but the purpose of our trial is to provide an opportunity to study their impact on Knapdale Forest.  SNH will report their findings to the Scottish Government and the outputs of the scientific monitoring will be available on an independent SNH website which will be launched soon.
Will the beavers cause a lot of damage?
Beavers do modify their habitats through coppicing, feeding and in some cases damming (beavers living on lochs or large rivers have little need of dams), but this has a positive effect on biodiversity.  Their modifications to their local environment bring enormous benefits to other species, including otters, water shrews, water voles, birds, invertebrates especially dragonflies, and breeding fish, creating more diverse habitats (there are 13 species of dragonfly in Knapdale and all will benefit from the beaver related habitat modification). In effect, they are a natural way of creating and maintaining habitats. Their dams can hold water in periods of drought, can regulate flooding and improve water quality by holding silt behind dams and catching acidic and agricultural run-off. 
They do fell broad-leafed trees and bushes to eat bark in the winter and to build their dams. Most trees will be coppiced and will regenerate, which diversifies the surrounding habitat structure.  Coppicing has been a normal process through most of history for bankside trees and the actions of beavers will make the woodland more natural. They normally forage close to water with activity concentrated within 20 m of the water’s edge.
Any occasional localised problems could be overcome by simple action, such as overflow piping and electric fencing. Beavers rarely eat conifers, although the odd conifer might be gnawed by an immature animal that has not learned that conifers are unpalatable and that its resin gums up their teeth. They do not live in water entirely surrounded by conifers.

This will be monitored as part of the scientific trial.

What impact will the beavers have in the forest in Knapdale?
The purpose of the trial is to assess what impact the beavers will have in the forest of Knapdale – indeed this is an integral component of the trials outputs.  Scottish Natural Heritage, the independent body tasked with co-ordinating the scientific monitoring of the trial, will monitor this through a monitoring programme.  .  SNH will report their findings to the Scottish Government and the outputs of the scientific monitoring will be available on an independent SNH website which will be launched soon.

The trial and the conservation status of Knapdale?

Due to its oak woodland and freshwater lochs, as well as the presence of marsh fritillary butterfly and otter, Knapdale has been designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest and is part of a wider Special Area of Conservation. 
A monitoring programme which will assess the impact beavers have in Knapdale is an integral part of the trial. The proposed trial would include adequate safeguards (independently assessed by Scottish Natural Heritage) to protect the natural heritage of the area.
What impact will the beavers have on migratory fish?
This issue has been raised recently through the press.  Like all other monitoring criteria for the trial, the impact that beavers have on general fish populations in Knapdale will be monitored by Scottish Natural Heritage.  However, this will not be extensively tested by this trial as the trial area does not contain Atlantic salmon and has a very small number of sea trout.  

It is important to note however that beavers and other native species, including migratory fish and notably salmon, have co-existed naturally for many years in other countries.  The Scottish Beaver Trial’s view of the beaver-salmon issue is outlined on an information sheet which can be read in our publications section at www.scottishbeavers.org.uk.  

Any further releases of beavers will require a licence from the Scottish Government and no further licence application is under development.
What impact will the beavers have on water quality and hydrology?

As part of their independent scientific monitoring programme, Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) will monitor the impact beavers have on water quality and hydrology.  SNH will report their findings to the Scottish Government and the outputs of the scientific monitoring along with more information on monitoring techniques will be available on an independent SNH website which will be launched soon.  
Research from elsewhere suggests that ponds and water pools created from beaver dams can have marked benefits on local water quality. Dams are usually only built on small streams, usually less than 3 metres wide, and these can moderate the detrimental effect of irregular flow. The modifications can also raise the water table locally creating wetland areas to the benefit of biodiversity. The ponds can help to neutralise acidic run-off, act as sinks for pollutants and increase the self purification of a watercourse. They can form considerable sediment traps, reducing very strongly erosive runoff and particulate loads in downstream water. Dams are not necessarily permanent.
These aspects will be monitored as part of the scientific trial.
Do beavers pose a flooding threat?
In general terms, beavers can actually help reduce the risk of flooding lower down in river systems by building dams and moderating water flow. The modifications made to the streams can raise the water table locally, creating wetland areas to the benefit of biodiversity.

Beavers damming activities will be tracked on the ground by the Scottish Beaver Trial Field Officer.  The impact of damming by beavers will be monitored as part of the independent scientific monitoring undertake by Scottish Natural Heritage.
How will protected sites and species in the area continue to be safeguarded?  

Due to its oak woodland and freshwater lochs, as well as the presence of marsh fritillary butterfly and otter, Knapdale has been designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest and is part of a wider Special Area of Conservation. 

A monitoring programme which will assess the impact beavers have in Knapdale is an integral part of the trial. The proposed trial would include adequate safeguards (independently assessed by Scottish Natural Heritage) to protect the natural heritage of the area.
Will the beaver population get out of control as they have no natural predators?  

The beavers have been fitted with radio-tracking equipment and will be closely tracked for the duration of the trial period.

Beaver populations are regulated by the available habitat and food supply and steep landscapes limit their range. Re-colonisation is likely to be gradual. A great deal of evidence shows that breaks in waterways are a strong barrier to spread, as beavers prefer not to spend long amounts of time traveling on the ground.  The lie of the land at Knapdale means that there is a better chance of the animals being contained on the trial site. 

Will the beavers cause damage to farmland and the wider countryside?
Research by Scottish Natural Heritage indicates that beaver damage both in countries where they have been persecuted and those where they have been restored is generally considered to be negligible. They are not regarded as pests in Europe and where localised problems have occurred, there are a number of well established methods in use including removal of dams, overflow piping, or fencing as one does for deer and rabbits. 
This is unlikely to be an issue in Knapdale given the nature of the landscape and the location of suitable beaver habitats. Some countries with sustainable beaver populations permit seasonal hunting in specified regions.
The damage caused by beaver to farmland and the wider countryside surrounding Knapdale Forest is an aspect which will be tested by Scottish Natural Heritage as part of the independent scientific monitoring programme.
Will there be compensation for damage?
It is not anticipated that the beavers will cause any significant economic damage to neighbouring landowners and managers during the trial and we have deployed a range of techniques including radio tagging to follow the animals’ movements. As with all projects, there will a small contingency fund in the project’s budget for unforeseen eventualities and the relevant insurance will be in place for the project.

Do beavers transmit disease?

The beavers spent a statuatory period of six months in quarantine to ensure that they were suitable for release. The risk to the public from these animals appears to be no greater than from any other wild mammal in Britain.
What about Giardia?
Giardia lamblia is a parasite that lives in the small intestine of many mammals, including humans and beavers; it is not particularly associated with beavers as a species. The low incidence levels in Norway where there are tens of thousands of beavers are similar to those currently in Scotland, demonstrating that beavers are unlikely to increase the risk (there was one Giardia outbreak in Norway in recent years, near Bergen where there are no beavers). 
The trial population spent a statutory six months period in quarantine to ensure that they are free from G. lamblia. We intend to work with the local public health department on testing for pathogens.
What will happen if beavers stray outside the trial area?

Beavers are highly territorial and re-colonisation takes place based on the suitability of the area as a beaver habitat.  There are many suitable locations for the beavers to re-colonise within the trial area.  The landscape of Knapdale Forest, which has self-contained lochins surrounded by steep hills, means that the beavers are likely to remain within the trial site because beavers do not like to travel on land for long periods of time.   
How will you track released animals?
The Scottish Beaver Trial has employed a full-time Field Officer and part of her remit is to track the beavers.  
Tracking the activities of animals in the wild is a task which requires a lot of man-power, team-work and time.  We already have a taskforce of amazing volunteers who help our Field Officer track the animals and collect data to help assess their impact on the local environment.  The information collected will be passed on to Scottish Natural Heritage, who has been tasked by the Scottish Government to co-ordinate the independent scientific monitoring of the trial.  Training days were held in Knapdale in spring 2009 to equip all our volunteers with the field skills required to help keep tabs on our beavers.  

The beaver families will be closely tracked year-round using a variety of techniques including radio telemetry, Satellite tagging, field sign surveys, direct observation, and health assessments and measurements.

In addition, the beaver’s environment and other species that live there will also be carefully observed and recorded using methods including water quality testing, fixed point photography and surveys for many different species of animal and plant.
What will you do with any animals that stray out of the trial area?
Knapdale has relatively good natural containment. It is bordered to the north by a ridge, with water flowing in a general southerly direction towards the coastline. The west and east sides are bordered by high-density conifer plantation and are not suitable beaver habitat. Since beavers have a strong tendency to restrict their movements to along riverbanks, it is expected that they will stay within the Knapdale catchment while the site has the capacity to meet their living requirements.  Much research from Europe indicates that this would be the normal pattern. Considerable research was carried out by Scottish Natural Heritage into the suitability of the Knapdale site.
Once introduced, the beavers will be observed using direct methods, such as monitoring their tracks and dams, as well as indirect methods, such as the use of radio tagging (including kits). Should any animals leave the trial site, they can be captured and returned. The Royal Zoological Society of Scotland has particular expertise in this field. We will work with the community to identify and mitigate against potential issues.
Category Four:  Future Plans

What is your exit strategy?
An exit strategy is a plan to end the trial and might be implemented if major, insurmountable problems occur.  This is an integral part of the project plan, although the considered opinion is that the project will be successful and that there will be no need to call on an exit strategy. 
The reasons for considering implementation of an exit strategy are as follows:

• Unsustainable and detrimental effects arise as a result of the reintroduction of beavers to the study area. This applies equally to forestry, agriculture, fishery or conservation interests.

• There is an insupportable level of mortality in released animals as a result of persecution, human intervention or natural mortality attributed to trial procedures.

• The security of the site is compromised to the serious detriment of the animals.
An exit strategy may be implemented through one of the four options below:
(1) Transfer to other reintroduction programmes or ecological research sites.

(2) Housing of animals in zoological collections.

(3) Capturing, neutering and returning animals to live their life span in the wild.

(4) Humane destruction of animals.
If it is successful will you introduce animals elsewhere?
Following assessment of the success of this trial reintroduction, the Scottish Government will make a decision regarding future reintroductions. There are no plans for a second trial site at the moment.
4)  Visiting the trial site
When will you be able to see beavers?

The beavers were released into Knapdale Forest in May 2009 and the first few months are a crucial time.  We will be working at the trial site to engage the local community as well as trying to inspire visitors and residents to support this exciting conservation project.  We hope to see many people visiting the trial site over time, but the beavers do need some time to settle in.

Visitors will stand a better chance of seeing beaver signs, and maybe even some beavers, by waiting a few months until late summer of autumn 2009 to make their trip to the trial site.  By timing your visit in the early morning or early evening, you will have the best chance of spotting these intriguing animals in the wild.
First and foremost, this is a scientific study of how the beavers cope naturally in the Scottish environment.   Ensuring you cause the minimal amount of disturbance when you do come to visit the beavers will help our studies of natural beaver activity.  We would ask visitors to follow the marked Beaver Trail and keep a respectful distance from the creatures, as they would with any wild animal.    Once disturbed, beavers return to their lodges and hide away

We wish to encourage visitors to the reserve and aim to provide a high quality visitor experience while, at the same time, giving the animals the opportunity to settle in with little disturbance. If restrictions become necessary we will discuss this closely with our reserve management partners, Forestry Commission Scotland.
What is there to do at the trial site?

Begin your visit at Loch Coille-bharr (due to limited parking facilities, we strongly recommend you leave your vehicle in this car park).  From here, you can walk down to the Scottish Beaver Trial Information Centre or you can stay at Loch Collie-bharr to try out our Beaver Detective Trail.  This is a challenging walk, taking two hours to follow the sign-posts around the loch.  If you are lucky, you may spot a beaver around dusk and dawn.  In any case, we hope you spot some evidence of the beavers.  We also hope you enjoy walking in a beautiful and rugged place, following the trail which winds around rocky outcrops and through boggy hollows.  Please be prepared by wearing hiking boots, and beware of the midges.

Please visit www.scottishbeavers.org.uk to download a map of the area to see exactly where walkways and parking facilities are available for use.  
Where is Knapdale?
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.multimap.com/maps/?qs=knapdale&countryCode=GB" \l "map=56.03621,-5.58765|12|4&loc=GB:56.03621:-5.58765:14|NR766884|NR766884" \o "See to get to Knapdale on Multimap" \t "_blank" Grid reference: OS sheet 55 NR766884
Nearest town: Lochgilphead
From A816 one mile north of Loghgilphead. Follow B841 towards Crinan, turn left at Bellanoch onto the B8025 towards Tayvallich taking you into the heart of Knapdale

Knapdale Forest is situated in a National Scenic Area and is flanked to the north by the Crinan Canal and to the west by the Sound of Jura and Loch Sween. The name is derived from the Gaelic description of its striking topographical features; Cnap (hill) and Dall (field).

The walks, picnic sites and cycle routes within Knapdale are situated close together and are designed to allow access to a variety of habitats and to provide interest and enjoyment to all those who use them. Barnluasgan Interpretation Centre provides the ideal starting point to a visit to Knapdale. 

Knapdale Forest is a Forestry Commission Scotland woodland, managed in partnership with the Scottish Wildlife Trust as a wildlife reserve. 

What else is there to do in the area?

The areas surrounding Knapdale Forest make up an exceptionally beautiful area of Scotland.  As well as breathtaking scenery, this area is one of the best places in the country for looking at archeological remains.  Dolphins can be spotted along the coastline and one of the only canals in Scotland is here, the Crinan Canal, which has an interesting historic role.  For more information on the area, try visiting www.visitscottishheartlands.com.  

Contact us

If you still have any questions, please contact a member of project team with your enquiry by filling out the enquiry form below at www.scottishbeavers.org.uk    
